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Midway ISD Mission Statement 

The mission of Midway Independent School District, a leader in innovation, commitment, and excellence, is to 

maximize individual potential within a learner-centered and supportive environment and to prepare students 

to excel in a global society. 

In Midway ISD, we believe: 

 Every person has inherent worth. 

 Every person can learn and has unique academic, social, spiritual, and physical needs. 

 A well-educated citizenry is central to a free society. 

 Students learn best in a partnership between the home, the community, and the school district that 

shares accountability and high expectations for a quality educational experience. 

 Rules and laws combined with personal responsibility are the foundation for a quality educational 

experience. 

 Efficiency and effectiveness are fundamental to a successful organization. 

 Personal integrity is essential to maintain trust. 

 Respect for others is essential for a well-functioning society. 

 Good role models are crucial to the positive development of our children, parents, guardians, and 

district personnel are among the most influential role models. 

Purpose 

Student learning and academic achievement is based upon the belief that students will master the 

curriculum if provided the opportunity and resources that are consistent with each student’s learning 

style.  The assessment plan provides a framework that aligns the written, taught, and assessed 

curriculum.  It is the expectation of the Board and administration that student assessment in the 

District shall be both a formative and summative process.  (See EK (Legal) below)  Improving student 

achievement and academic progress is a high priority within the district.  Assessment that is aligned 

with the district and state assessments provides information to administrators, teachers, parents, and 

students for the purpose of increasing student achievement and raising student academic progress. 
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Philosophical Framework of Student Assessment 

Goals 

The goals of the assessment plan are designed to provide information that assists teachers in planning 

instruction to effectively meet the needs of all students.  The plan shall allow for district-level staff and 

campus administrators to evaluate program effectiveness and determine professional development goals.  

The assessment plan will assist all stakeholders (students, teachers, parents, and community) in understanding 

student achievement and academic progress. 

District Policies 

EK (Legal)  

A district may adopt and administer criterion-referenced or norm-referenced assessment instruments, 

or both, at any grade level. 

EKB (Legal) 

Every student receiving instruction in the essential knowledge and skills shall take the appropriate 

criterion-referenced assessments as required by Education Code Chapter 39, Subchapter B.  Education 

Code 39.023(a)(c)(f); TAC 101.5 

 

  



Roles of Assessment in Curriculum and Instruction 

Purpose of Assessments 

Effective and efficient use of student assessment data is needed to ensure complete alignment of curriculum 

standards and student mastery.  These data drive instruction and continuously improve the academic 

performance of all students.   

The assessed curriculum should: 

 Measure student progress, 

 Provide reflection for teachers on the effectiveness of their instruction, 

 Guide teachers’ instruction at appropriate levels of depth and complexity, 

 Pre-assess students’ learning levels for diagnostic purposes, 

 Empower students to identify their academic needs and improve their academic performance, 

 Guide district and campus improvement of curriculum alignment and programmatic decisions, and  

 Communicate progress to parents to support learning at home. 

Characteristics of a Comprehensive Student Assessment System 

The assessed curriculum should include on-going classroom level assessment of student learning using a 

variety of formats and tools.  Students need adequate practice and knowledge in the testing format for 

required state assessments.  The district utilizes an information management system to provide timely, 

efficient, and effective feedback for students, teachers, and administrators.  Characteristics should also 

include a program evaluation component that guides curriculum redesign, instructional planning, and 

programmatic decisions based on student achievement within each program area.  The detailed rubric of 

these characteristics is referenced in the appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Roles and Responsibilities of all Stakeholders 

Superintendent and District-Level Staff Responsibilities 

The Superintendent shall be responsible for the implementation of assessment policies adopted by the Board.  

To support these policies, the district shall develop a comprehensive assessment plan.  District staff facilitates 

and participates in district and statewide testing and adheres to all regulations.  District staff shall be 

responsible for working with grade levels and content areas to review and interpret assessment data in order 

to evaluate programs, instructional strategies, and professional development to provide quality feedback to 

administrators, teachers, students, and parents.  Assessment data shall guide district and campus 

improvement of curriculum alignment and programmatic decisions.  The curriculum department meets with 

individual campuses, grade levels, and content areas on a regular basis to review assessment data.  These data 

are used to adjust curriculum, interventions, and instructional strategies. 

Principal Responsibilities 

Principals shall be responsible for the implementation of assessment policies adopted by the Board at the 

campus level.  Campus administrators shall ensure that district and local assessments follow all district 

guidelines and procedures.  Administrative staff are responsible for the analysis and reporting of assessment 

data in order to maximize student learning and student progress.  Principals shall meet periodically with both 

district-level staff and campus-level staff to discuss the analysis of the assessments data and needs for 

professional development and support. 

Teacher Responsibilities 

The classroom teacher will assess student learning through a variety of formats and tools including formative 

and summative assessments.  Pre-assessing students’ learning levels for diagnostic purposes will assist in 

grouping students at their achievement levels.  The teacher will use these data to measure student progress.  

The use of assessment data shall drive instructional decisions in order to meet the needs of all students to the 

appropriate levels of depth and complexity.  The teacher will utilize the data to reflect upon the effectiveness 

of instructional practices and curriculum in the classroom.  The teacher shall inform the local assessment 

results to parents and students. 

Student Responsibilities 

Students will be an active partner in the learning process and tracking their achievement and academic 

progress.  Student, with the help of the teacher, will identify their academic needs and improve their academic 

performance.  Students shall adhere to all district and state assessment policies and procedures. 

Parent Responsibilities 

Parents are valued partners in the learning process for their child(ren).  Parents can support and track their 

child’s progress throughout the school year.  The individuals involved in the analysis of data will include 

district-level staff, campus administrators, and teachers. 

  



Assessments 

Midway ISD currently uses data from norm-referenced tests, state-mandated assessments, as well as 

commercially and locally designed benchmark assessments in order to measure student performance and 

academic growth in each grade level and content area.  Formative and summative data is collected and is used 

to evaluate student mastery and program performance.  Analysis of the data assists teachers in guiding their 

instruction to the depth and complexity needed as well as guiding students’ own learning.  Data guides district 

and campus improvement of curriculum alignment and programmatic decisions.  Formative and summative 

assessment performance and progress is communicated to parents to support learning at home. 

Types of Assessments 

State Assessments 

Every student receiving instruction in the essential knowledge and skills shall take the appropriate criterion-

referenced assessments, as required by Education Code Chapter 39, Subchapter B.  Education Code 39.023 (a), 

(c), (f); 19 TAC 101.5(a).  Except as provided below, all students, other than students who are assessed under 

Education Code 39.023(b) (alternative assessment instruction) or 39.023(l) (LEP students) or exempted under 

Education Code 39.027, shall be assessed in: 

 Mathematics, annually in grades 3 through 7 without the aid of technology and in grade 8 with the aid 

of technology on any assessment instrument that includes algebra 

 Reading, annually in grades 3 through 8 

 Writing, including spelling and grammar, in grades 4 and 7 

 Social Studies, in grade 8 

 Science, in grades 5 and 8 

 Any other subject and grade required by federal law 

The commissioner shall adopt rules requiring a student in the foundation high school program under Section 

28.025 to be administered an end-of-course assessment instrument only for a course in which the student is 

enrolled and for which an end-of-course assessment instrument is administered.  Education Code 39.025(a).  

To be eligible to receive a high school diploma, a non-exempt student must demonstrate satisfactory 

performance on the end-of-course (EOC) assessment instructions in English I, English II, Algebra 1, Biology, and 

United States History. 

Student Success Initiative (SSI) is to ensure that all students receive the instruction and support they need to 

be academically successful in mathematics and reading.  SSI grade-advancement requirements apply to the 

mathematics and reading assessments at grades 5 and 8.  See appendix for more information regarding grade 

placement requirements.  A student may not be promoted to 

1. The 6th grade if the student does not perform satisfactorily on the 5th grade mathematics and 

reading assessment instruments under Section 39.023; or 

2. The 9th grade if the student does not perform satisfactorily on the 8th grade mathematics and 

reading assessment instruments under Section 39.023.  TEC 28.0211 



The state-wide assessment program is secure, valid, and reliable program.  To maintain the validity and 

reliability of the program, districts must comply with all of the applicable requirements specified in the test 

administration materials.  Secure test materials must be accounted for before, during, and after each test 

administration.  Test coordinators and administrators must receive all applicable training as required.  All 

secure test materials must be locked in a secure location designated by the District Testing Coordinator and 

campus principal.  EK (Legal) 

District Assessments 

Midway ISD shall implement assessment practices that align the written curriculum encompassing all of the 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and the assessed curriculum.  These assessment practices will 

determine the effectiveness of instructional programming at the district, campus, and classroom levels.  Both 

formative and summative assessments will measure student performance and student progress in each grade 

level and in each content area.  Teachers shall use the assessment data to assess the status of individual 

student achievement, continuously re-group students for instruction, identify general achievement trends, 

and differentiate instruction as needed. 

The district content coordinators shall provide support to teachers and campus administrators in designing the 

benchmarks to ensure that each assessment is aligned to the written curriculum and the assessed curriculum.   

 

National Assessments 

Midway ISD shall provide the College Board’s PSAT/NMSQT to all students in grade 11, at no cost to students.  

A paid option is available to students in grade 10 to take the PSAT.  Students in the grade 8 and 9 also have a 

paid option to register for the College Board’s PSAT 8/9.  These assessments are administered each October 

during the school day.   

The district also provides opportunities for students to register and take subject specific College Board 

Advanced Placement exams at a reduced rate. 

Students in grade 10 will be administered the reading College Board Texas Success Initiative Assessment 

(TSIA); students in grade 11 will be administered the math College Board Texas Success Initiative Assessment 

(TSIA).  This data is shared with students and parents during conferences with high school counselors. 

 

Relationship between District, State, and National Assessments 

Midway ISD makes connections between district and state assessments with regards to content, context, and 

complexity.  Results from both formative and summative assessments are used to drive instruction to better 

fit the needs of all students as well as provide programmatic diagnostics.  The district administers all statewide 

assessments in accordance to the procedures and timelines issued by the Texas Education Agency.  The results 

are used to conduct effective needs assessments at the district and campus levels to guide instructional 

decisions, refine teaching practices, and help guide professional development decisions. 



The district is committed to preparing students for college and career readiness, which includes preparing 

students for national assessments (ACT/SAT/PSAT).  These national assessments are used to analyze how our 

students are performing compared to other students throughout the nation. 

 

  



List of Assessments (Not all given at Midway ISD) 

Assessment Definition Developed 
by 

Grade 
Bands 

Subject How is the data used? 

ACT  
(American 
College 
Testing) 

A college readiness 
assessment based on 
what students have 
learned while in high 
school. 

ACT 11-12, 7 
(Duke Tip 
Program) 

English, 
Mathematics, 
Reading, 
Science, & 
Writing 

The ACT is a national 
college entrance exam. 

AP  
(Advanced 
Placement) 

Advanced Placement 
courses challenge 
students to demonstrate 
their ability to do college-
level work. 

College 
Board 

9-12 Mathematics, 
ELA, Science, 
Social Studies, 
Art, Music, 
LOTE 

Students earning a 
qualifying score can earn 
college credit hours. 

Benchmark A district required 
assessment instrument 
designed to prepare 
students for a 
corresponding state-
administered assessment 
instrument; college 
entrance exam (ACT, SAT, 
TSI) or AP exams. EK 
(Legal) 

District 2-12 Mathematics, 
English 
Language Arts, 
Reading,  
Science, Social 
Studies 

Develop the goals for 
instruction and to 
evaluate students’ 
progress in the 
curriculum. 

CogAT 
(Cognitive 
Abilities Test) 

The CogAT is intended to 
estimate students’ 
learned reasoning and 
problem solving through 
a battery of items.  

Lohman & 
Hagen 

K-12 Cognitive Skills A norm-referenced 
cognitive ability test to 
assist in Gifted & Talented 
identification. 

CBE  
(Credit by 
Exams) 

Credit by exams offer 
students an opportunity 
to accelerate in a grade 
level or course sequence.  
In addition, students can 
recover credits lost 
during their high school 
career. 

UT High 
School, 
Texas Tech 
UISD 

1-12 Reading, 
Mathematics, 
Science, Social 
Studies, LOTE, 
PE 

Results provide the best 
placement for the 
students based on their 
knowledge and skills. 

Checkpoint Periodic assessment in 
order to determine 
student academic 
performance on state 
standards and 
instructional 
effectiveness 

District K-12 Mathematics, 
English 
Language Arts, 
Reading,  
Science, Social 
Studies 

Develop the goals for 
instruction and to 
evaluate students’ 
progress in the 
curriculum. 

 



Assessment Definition Developed 
by 

Grade 
Bands 

Subject How is the data used? 

IAAT 
(Iowa Algebra 
Aptitude Test) 

An aptitude assessment 
measuring algebra 
readiness. 

IAAT 6 Mathematics Results assist counselors 
in determining placement 
into middle school pre-ap 
mathematics courses.  

IPT I/II 
(IDEA 
Proficiency 
Test) 

Listening and speaking 
assessment for students 
whose native language is 
not English 

Ballard & 
Tighe 

PK-12 Listening, 
Speaking 

Results used to determine 
the listening and speaking 
skills in English for whose 
native language is not 
English 

iSTEEP Online screening and 
progress monitoring 
system for math 
assessments 

iSTEEP 3-High 
School 

Mathematics Guides instructional 
decisions and results 
assist teachers identify 
students who need 
additional instructional 
support; progress 
monitoring for students in 
leveled intervention 
support classes. 

ITBS 
(Iowa Test of 
Basic Skills) 

The ITBS is a 
comprehensive 
achievement assessment 
of student progress in 
major content areas. 

Hoover, 
Dunbar, 
Frisbie 

K-8 Reading, 
Mathematics 

A norm-referenced test to 
assist in Gifted & Talented 
identification. 

KBIT2 
(Kaufman 
Brief 
Intelligence 
Test – Second 
Edition) 

KBIT2 is a verbal and non-
verbal measure of 
general ability for 
students. 

Kaufman K Cognitive 
Ability 

A norm-referenced 
cognitive ability test to 
assist in Gifted & Talented 
identification. 

KTEA 
(Kaufman Test 
of Educational 
Achievement) 

An achievement test that 
measures a variety of 
academic skill levels of 
students. 

Kaufman K-6 Reading, 
Mathematics, 
Written 
Language, Oral 
Language 

An achievement test used 
to assist in Gifted & 
Talented Identification. 

NAEP* 
(National 
Assessment of 
Educational 
Progress) 

The NAEP is the largest 
nationally representative 
and continuing 
assessment of what 
students in the United 
States know and can do 
in various subject areas. 

National 
Assessment 
Governing 
Board 

4, 8, 12 Reading, 
Mathematics, 
Science, Social 
Studies, 
Writing, 
Technology 

Information from the 
assessments is included in 
the National Report Card 
for the nation and states.  

NNAT3 
(Naglieri 
Nonverbal 
Ability Test 3) 

The NNAT3 is a nonverbal 
measure of general 
ability for students. 

Naglieri K-12 Cognitive 
Ability 

A norm-referenced 
cognitive ability test to 
assist in Gifted & Talented 
identification. 



Assessment Definition Developed 
by 

Grade 
Bands 

Subject How is the data used? 

PLTW End of 
Course 
(Project Lead 
the Way) 

Online exams given at the 
end of PLTW high school 
courses; nationally 
developed by PLTW 

Project Lead 
the Way 

9-12 STEM Results serve as an 
indicator of a student’s 
overall achievement in 
the course and help PLTW 
update/improve 
programs 

Portfolios Writing portfolio 
assignments completed 
at the end of a writing 
unit based on standards 
taught. 

District K-12 Writing Portfolios are assessed at 
the end of a unit to 
monitor progress of 
students’ ability to write. 

Postsecondary 
Certification 
or Licensure 

Industry-developed 
assessments that lead to 
a certification/credential 

Various 
State & 
National 

9-12 Career & 
Technical 
Education 
(CTE) 

Indicates a student’s level 
of workplace readiness in 
a particular field 

PSAT/NMSQT 
PSAT 8/9 

Preliminary SAT assesses 
students’ knowledge in 
reading and mathematics 
in preparation for the 
SAT. 

College 
Board 

8-11 Reading, 
Mathematics 

Scores help students form 
a clear picture of their 
readiness for college and 
areas of needed extra 
focus. 

SAT 
(Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) 

Assessments designed to 
assess a student’s 
academic readiness for 
college. 

College 
Board 

11-12 Reading, 
Mathematics, 
Writing 

The SAT is a national 
college entrance exam. 

STAAR 
(State of Texas 
Assessments 
of Academic 
Readiness) 

Assessments in grades 3-
8 in reading and 
mathematics.  Writing 
assessments given in 4th 
and 7th grades.  Science 
given in 5th and 8th grade; 
social studies 
administered in 8th grade. 

State 3-8 Reading, 
Mathematics, 
Writing, 
Science, Social 
Studies 

Results are used to 
determine readiness for 
the next grade level and 
potentially any needed 
intervention. 

STAAR EOC 
(State of Texas 
Assessments 
of Academic 
Readiness End 
of Course) 

End-of-Course 
assessments for Algebra 
1, Biology, English I, 
English II, and US History. 

State 7-12 Mathematics, 
English 
Language Arts, 
Science, Social 
Studies 

Scores measure students’ 
knowledge in certain high 
school courses and 
partially fulfill graduation 
requirements. 

STAR 
Renaissance 

Universal screener to 
monitor progress of 
reading levels. 

Renaissance K-4 Reading Reading levels assist 
teachers in determining 
intervention and 
enrichment needs of 
students. 



Assessment Definition Developed 
by 

Grade 
Bands 

Subject How is the data used? 

TELPAS 
(Texas English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Assessment 
System) 

TELPAS assesses English 
language proficiency of 
English Learners in four 
domains. 

State K-12 Listening, 
Speaking, 
Reading, 
Writing 

Composite ratings 
determine intervention 
and services needed for 
the next school year. 

TEMI 
(Texas Early 
Mathematics 
Inventory) 

Universal screener to 
monitor mathematics 
skills. 

State K-2 Mathematics Results are used for 
progress monitoring and 
to determine needed 
intervention and 
enrichment. 

Terra Nova Reading and language 
arts nationally-normed 
assessment used to 
determine proficiency 

McGraw Hill K-12 English 
Language Arts 
Proficiency 

Results are used to 
determine English 
proficiency for students 
who speak a language 
other than English 

TMSFA  
(Texas Middle 
School Fluency 
Assessment) 

Diagnostic assessment on 
reading skills for 
additional intervention 
support 

State 7 Reading Required screener for all 
new 7th graders who did 
not meet the passing 
standard on 6th grade 
STAAR Reading 

TPRI 
(Texas Primary 
Reading 
inventory) 

Universal screener to 
monitor reading levels of 
elementary students. 

State K-3 Reading Progress monitoring and 
program evaluation are 
determined based on 
scores. 

TSIA Texas Success Initiative 
Assessment 

College 
Board 

10-12 Reading, 
Mathematics, 
Writing 

Assess reading and math 
skills that entering 
freshmen-level students 
should have if they are to 
perform effectively in 
college coursework 

USATestPrep Assessment bank and 
data management system 
aligned to state 
standards, college 
entrance exams, and AP 
exams 

USATestPrep 3-High 
School 

3-8 math only; 
High School all 
core subjects 

Data from district 
benchmarks created will 
be used to assess student 
growth from fall to spring 
and guide instructional 
planning for test-
readiness 

 

  



Advanced Academics 

Gifted & Talented Program 

Gifted and Talented students are passionate about learning, solve problems in unique ways, and require 

support from trained teachers who are sensitive to their individual needs. The appropriate services for Gifted 

and Talented students will enable them to work successfully alone, with other gifted students, and with 

students not identified as gifted.  In order to nurture the unique needs of Gifted and Talented learners, 

Midway ISD offers a comprehensive array of differentiated learning experiences that provide greater depth 

and complexity than what is included in the district’s core program. 

Identification of students for the Gifted & Talented or Advanced Academics programs is based on a 

combination of quantitative and qualitative measures. These include but, are not limited to: cognitive ability 

measures, achievement tests, parent surveys, teacher surveys. Parents and staff members have the 

opportunity to refer students for screening each year.  Midway ISD selects from a variety of nationally norm-

referenced assessments. 

Advanced Placement Exams 

Each school year, a district shall notify the parent of each student enrolled in grade 9 or above of the 

availability of programs under which a student may earn college credit, including advanced placement 

programs, dual credit programs, joint high school and college credit programs, and international baccalaureate 

programs.  The notice must include the name and contact information of any public or private entity offering 

such a program in the district. 

The district may provide the notice on the district’s internet website. 

College Credit Program 

The district shall implement a program under which students may earn the equivalent of at least 12 semester 

credit hours of college credit in high school.  If requested by the district, a public institution of higher 

education in this state shall assist the district in developing and implementing the program.  The college credit 

may be earned through: 

1. International baccalaureate, advanced placement, or dual credit courses, 

2. Articulated post-secondary courses provided for local credit or articulated post-secondary advanced 

technical courses provided for state credit, or 

3. Any combination of the courses in items 1 and 2. 

The district is not required to pay a student’s tuition or other associated costs for taking a course under this 

section.  Education Code 28.009 

 

 

 



Credit by Exams without Prior Instruction 

With board approval, the district shall develop or purchase examinations for acceleration that thoroughly test 

the essential knowledge and skills for each primary school grade level and for credit for secondary school 

academic subjects. 

Kindergarten Acceleration 

The district shall develop procedures for kindergarten acceleration that are approved by the board. (EDHC 

Legal) 

Students who enter the first grade should be six years of age on or before September 1st of any academic year.  

However, students entering the district from a private or parochial school, pre-school, or home-school can be 

allowed an exception.  The district procedures for determining kindergarten acceleration are below. 

1. Parent contacts the receiving school office at least one week prior to the start of the academic school 

year regarding the need to assess the readiness of an underage child for 1st grade. 

2. The student shall attend and participate in all kindergarten activities for the first grading period. 

3. The receiving school will arrange for testing using the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS), Level 6.  Testing 

will be administered in two un-timed sessions by a certified teacher or counselor during the last week 

of the first grading period. 

4. The student must score at least 90% on the reading and math portions of the ITBS to be considered for 

placement in the first grade. 

A committee will review the information and consider factors from the ITBS test, recommendations from 

kindergarten teacher, chronological age, and observed social and emotional development. 

Grade 1 through 5  

The district shall accelerate a student in grade 1 through 5 one grade level if the student meets the following 

requirements: 

1. The student scores 80 percent or above on a criterion-referenced test for the grade level to be skipped 

in each of the following areas: language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies; 

2. The district representative recommends that the student be accelerated; and 

3. The student’s parent or guardian gives written approval of the acceleration. 

Grade 6 through 12 

The district shall give a student in grades 6 through 12 credit for an academic subject in which the student has 

received no prior instruction if the student scores: 

1. A three or higher on a College Board advanced placement examination that has been approved by the 

board for the applicable course; 

2. A scaled score of 50 or higher on an examination administered through the College-Level Examination 

Program (CLEP) and approved by the board for the applicable course; or 



3. Eighty percent or above on any other criterion-referenced test approved by the board for the 

applicable course. 

The district shall administer each exam approved by the board not fewer than four times each year.  The 

district must provide windows to test between January 1 and March 31, April 1 and June 30, July 1 and 

September 30, and October 1 and December 31, unless the exam’s administration date is established by an 

entity other than the district.  The days need not be consecutive but shall be designed to meet the needs of all 

students.  The dates must be publicized in the community. 

EHDC (Legal) 

Special Programs 

Dyslexia 

A student who struggles with aspects of reading and spelling despite the ability to learn in the absence of print 

and receiving the same instruction that benefits his/her peers, he/she may be a student with 

dyslexia.  Students who qualify for dyslexia services may receive a wide range of support from intense, pull-out 

intervention to classroom accommodations, or a combination of both. 

Kindergarten and first grade students will be screened at the end of the school year.  This screener is in 

conjunction with the reading screener in order to conserve time for classroom instruction.  This screener may 

identify students who are at risk for dyslexia and who may need additional intervention.  Please refer to the 

Midway ISD Guidelines for Dyslexia Evaluation for more information. 

English Language Learner (ELL) Program 

Every student in the state who has a home language survey other than English and is identified as an English 

Language Learner shall be provided an opportunity to participate in a bilingual education or English as a 

second language (ESL) program, as required by in the Texas Education Code (TEC), Chapter 29, Subchapter B.  

To ensure equal opportunity, the district shall identify English language learners based on criteria established 

by the state.  The goal of these programs is to provide support in order to be competent in the English 

language through listening, speaking, reading, and writing through the development of literacy and academic 

skills.  See Midway ISD’s Bilingual/ELL Program Guidelines for more information evaluation criteria. 

Response to Intervention 

Response to Intervention (RtI) is the process by which schools improve learning through evidence-based 

instruction, assessment, and interventions.  To better meet the needs of struggling students, we adjust the 

method of instructional delivery, the frequency of intervention, the time spent in intervention, the size of the 

group, the length of service for intervention, and the resources we use. 

Students in grades 3 through 9 are screened three times each year in reading and math.  Based on the data 

collected, a campus can identify students who are in need of additional support.  These students are progress 

monitored over the course of a few weeks to determine if the intervention is successful and/or if additional 

support is required. 



Special Education Program 

The goal of Midway ISD’s Special Education program is to work collaboratively with families, students, 

educators and the community to maximize student potential and facilitate successful transition into the 

community by providing a quality educational experience based on high expectations and equal opportunities.  

The campus evaluation specialist is responsible for ensuring that a full and individual evaluation is conducted 

for each student prior to the initial provision of special education and related services.  The evaluation will 

address the specific competencies and educational needs of the student and will be used by the Admission, 

Review, and Dismissal (ARD) Committee in determining eligibility and developing an Individualized Education 

Plan (IEP) as appropriate.   For more information on evaluations, please visit Midway ISD’s Special Education 

website.  



Assessment Strategies 

Analysis of Data 

Effective and efficient use of student achievement data is important to achieving district goals.  This type of 

data driven instruction is purposeful when students are assessed regularly for mastery of the standards.  The 

analysis of the assessment data is used to guide instructional decisions at the student, teacher, campus, and 

district level.  The district and campus improvement plans contain strategies to focus on student performance 

levels and curriculum mastery.  Assessment data is used to analyze strengths and weaknesses at each campus.  

Data is analyzed by gender, race, economically disadvantaged status, special education classification, and 

other demographic groups of students to determine student progress.  These trends in data are used to refine 

and align curriculum standards, instructional strategies, program evaluation, and professional development 

opportunities.  Diverse assessment strategies utilize the following: 

 Focusing and narrowing instruction on standards not mastered and differentiating the curriculum to 

meet the needs of the students 

 Instructional group settings within the classroom based on student needs for re-teaching or 

enrichment 

 Communication with parents in a timely manner 

 Data analysis to identify general achievement trends across the district for curriculum and instructional 

improvements 

 Developing improvement plans for the teacher, campus, and district levels 

 Evaluating and improving instructional programs based on student achievement data and other 

relevant data 

Controls for Bias 

Midway ISD shall ensure that all assessments are selected and administered without discrimination on a racial 

or cultural basis.  When possible, assessments are to be administered in the most appropriate format to meet 

the needs of the individual student.  For standardized assessments, personnel are trained and knowledgeable, 

and the assessments are administered in accordance to the guidelines and procedures provided by the testing 

company. 

Fair and equitable assessment, evaluation, and reporting procedures ensure reliability and validity that 

provide an overview of student achievement.  Reporting procedures provide quality feedback on the level of 

content learned and the level of mastery.   Quality assessments are fair to all students through administration, 

evaluation, and reporting. 

Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities will be administered district assessments in the most appropriate format with the 

necessary accommodations as approved by a committee.  Assessments will be suitable for the student based 

on the student’s proficiency level of performance. 



Students with disabilities will be administered state assessments as outline by the guidelines from the Texas 

Education Agency, including STAAR, STAAR Alternate 2, and TELPAS.  Accommodations are approved by the 

related student committee and must follow eligibility criteria; accommodations must be used by the student 

with a specific need who routinely, effectively, and independently during classroom instruction and testing.  

Please see the website with a list of accommodations and eligibility criteria for the calendar year 2018: 

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/Student_Assessment_Overview/Accommo

dation_Resources/2018_Accessibility/ 

 

Communication 

Timely assessment and reporting procedures are important in order to meet the district’s goals.  Feedback 

includes student progress, classroom grades, benchmarks, local assessments, state assessments, etc.  

Notification to parents/guardians is given in a timely manner so that possible solutions can be discussed.  

Classroom work, report cards, student progress reports, and state assessment results are communicated to 

parents/guardians.  Updated assessment information can be found on the district and campus’ websites. 

Reporting Results of State Assessments (EKB Legal) 

 TO THE PUBLIC 

Overall student performance data, aggregated by ethnicity, sex, grade level, subject area, 

campus, and district shall be made available to the public, with appropriate interpretations, at 

regularly scheduled meetings of a board, after receipt from TEA.  The information shall not 

contain the names of individual students or teachers.  Education Code 39.030(b) 

 TO THE BOARD 

A superintendent shall accurately report all test results with appropriate interpretations to a 

board according to the schedule in the applicable test administration materials. 

 TO THE PARENTS, STUDENTS 

A district shall notify each of its students, his or her parent or guardian, and his or her teacher 

for that subject of test results, observing confidentiality requirements stated as 

CONFIDENTIALITY, below.  All test results shall be included in each student’s academic 

achievement record and shall be furnished for each student transferring to another district or 

school.  Upon receipt of the assessment results from the test contractor, a district shall disclose 

a student’s assessment results to a student’s teacher in the same subject area as the 

assessment for that school year.  [See BQ series, FD, and FL]. 

  

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/Student_Assessment_Overview/Accommodation_Resources/2018_Accessibility/
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/Student_Assessment_Overview/Accommodation_Resources/2018_Accessibility/


Program Evaluation and Effectiveness 

The purpose of evaluating programs shall result in findings, recommendations, and/or conclusions that: 

 Ensure program alignment with the district’s vision and mission, 

 Assess strengths and weaknesses of the program, 

 Measure the success of the program in meeting its intended goals, and/or 

 Results in improvements in, revisions to, or removal of the program. 

A variety of data sources are used to evaluate the effectiveness of the program; these data sources include, 

but not limited to, state assessment results, local assessment results, student progress results, and qualitative 

data results.  The evaluation shall examine the quality of the implementation and the impact of the program 

on student achievement. 

Assessment data is analyzed on a regular basis and shared with administrative staff to determine adjustments 

in curriculum and instructional practices are necessary.  Analysis is broken down by objectives, standards, 

teachers, campuses, etc.  This wide scope of analysis shall provide a multi-faceted view on the curriculum 

programs and the needs of the students.  Program evaluation will be conducted by Assistant Superintendent 

of Curriculum and Instruction, Coordinator of Assessment, and Program Director. 

The following is a list of programs and the year of evaluation. 

Program Year of Evaluation Next Evaluation 

Response to Intervention n/a 2018-2019 

Career & Technical Education n/a 2019-2020 

ELL/ESL n/a 2020-2021 

Section 504/Special Education 2016-2017 2021-2022 

Advanced Academics/Gifted & Talented 2017-2018 2022-2023 

 

  



Aligned Assessment Model 

The assessment model is used to maintain and improve student performance. 

Understanding the Assessment 

 Which TEKS are assessed? 

 What are the STAAR objectives assessed? 

 At what level are the questions asked? 

 What types of questions are asked? 

 What formats are used to ask questions? 

 What is the process for reporting? 

Analyzing the Data 

 Identify objectives and standards that are successful per content area. 

 Identify objectives and standards that need improvement per content area. 

 What campus and district trends of strengths and weakness are evident for each content area, grade 

level, and teacher level? 

 Strategies for improvement are identified and campus/district improvement plan is adjusted. 

Planning Instructional Practices 

 Scope and sequence adjusted based on analysis of data 

 Professional development, if necessary, on best instructional practices 

 Adjustments in grouping of students based on individual student needs 

Administration of Assessments 

 District assessments are administered at designated times throughout the school year. 

 District assessments are administered to evaluate mastery of curriculum standards and to guide 

instructional practices. 

 State assessments are administered according to the testing calendar and guidelines set forth by the 

Texas Education Agency. 

Progress Monitoring 

 Teachers and administrators use assessment results to determine student mastery of curriculum 

standards. 

 Results are monitored to look for achievement trends in content areas, grade levels, demographic 

groups, and classroom levels. 

 Results help teachers adjust the curriculum as needed based on the needs of the students. 

 Students, teachers, and administrators track progress monitoring to ensure improvement in academic 

achievement and proficiency levels. 

  



Professional Development 

The district provides a variety of professional development opportunities throughout the school year based on 

the needs of the staff, needs of the students, and academic achievement results. 

District and Campus Administrators 

 Assessment professional learning trainings throughout the school year on updated assessments and 

policies, including state assessment annual training 

 Data analysis professional learning throughout the school year 

 Eduphoria Aware professional learning training 

 Provide professional development based on the needs of the campus and district 

Teachers 

 Professional learning communities (PLCs) shall meet on a regular basis to discuss data results, 

instructional strategies, instructional technology practices, differentiated instruction, etc. 

 Attend trainings provided by District Content Coordinators as needed 

 Annual training on state assessment guidelines and procedures according to the Texas Education 

Agency 

 Annual Eduphoria Aware professional learning training 

  



Budget Ramifications 

The budget process ensures that the district’s mission and goals are met; budget decisions shall be based on 

the funding levels that align with curriculum design and instruction.  The funding is driven by the district’s 

curriculum and instructional design, legal requirements, and district’s strategies as outlined in the district’s 

improvement plan to improve student achievement. 

District Assessment Costs 

 Supplies 

 Materials 

 Computers/devices 

 Software 

 Instructional materials 

 State assessment needs 

 Substitutes 

 Extra duty pay 
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Appendix A 

Characteristics of a Comprehensive Student Assessment System 

No. Characteristics Present Absent Comments 

1 Contains a full description within a comprehensive 
plan of the District’s philosophical framework and local 
Board policy for student assessment both formative 
and summative by course, grade, and curricular 
standards.  This will include developing and 
implementing a cycle for on-going formative and 
summative program evaluation.  Data analysis will also 
include reporting results by special populations, 
campuses, teachers, and programs with a process for 
analyzing and reporting trends by comparison groups 
over time. 

   

2 Includes an explicit description of the procedures to 
implement Board policy regarding formative and 
summative at all levels of the system (organization, 
program, and student). 

   

3 Provides for frequent diagnostic (formative) 
curriculum based student assessments that inform 
instruction and that teachers can use to make on-
going decision, including which students have 
demonstrated mastery and which students need to 
receive differentiated instruction. 

   

4 Provides a list of student assessment and program 
evaluation tools, the purpose of each assessment, the 
subjects/grade levels tested, type of student tested, 
and timelines, which will constitute a district 
assessment calendar. 

   

5 Identifies and provides direction on the use of diverse 
assessment strategies for multi-purposes at all levels – 
district, program, school, and classroom – both 
formative and summative. 

   

6 Includes a roles and responsibilities chart that clearly 
delineates what duties all stakeholders have in 
administering, managing, and reporting assessment 
data both formative and summative. 

   

7 Aligns all assessments to district curriculum 
documents and specific programs outcomes so that all 
stakeholders see the rationale for each assessment. 

   

8 Develops, trains, and monitors assessment procedures 
for all assessments administered including the 

   



procedures for data analysis to improve curriculum/ 
program effectiveness. 

9 Requires aligned student assessment examples and 
tools to be placed in curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment guides. 

   

10 Specifies how equity issues will be identified and 
addressed using data sources as well as controls for 
bias. 

   

11 Identifies what data as well as the analysis protocol 
used to conduct program evaluation to make informed 
program decision about continuation, modification, or 
termination. 

   

12 Provides for appropriate trainings for various 
audiences on assessment and the instructional use of 
assessment results. 

   

13 Includes a design module as well as a process flow 
chart for conducting and reporting program evaluation 
results. 

   

14 Establishes a process for communicating and training 
staff in the interpretation of results, changes in state 
and local student assessments and accountability, and 
new trends in the student assessment field. 

   

15 Describes the assessment data system used by the 
District including an explanation about its 
functionality, especially how the system 
accommodates the requirements for state 
accountability and tracking student performance by 
curricular standards.  In addition, a description of the 
technology requirements and data transfer from one 
enterprise system to another should be included. 

   

A plan is considered adequate if it meets 11 of the 15 characteristics. 
 

 

 

  



Appendix B1 

The following matrix displays the current assessment tools used in the district at the elementary level. 

Elementary Assessment Matrix 

Assessment Tool PK K 1 2 3 4 

Reading Checkpoints    X X X 

TPRI  X X X X  

STAR Reading  Screener    X X X 

Writing Checkpoints      X 

TEMI  X X X   

iSTEEP Math Screener & Progress Monitoring     X X 

Math Checkpoints    X X X 

Math Fluency Screener   X X X X X 

STAR Early Literacy  X X    

Letters, Sounds, Number Recognition Screener   X     

Fountas and Pinnell Assessment    X X X X 

Science Checkpoints   X X X X X 

DIBELS (Fluency)   X X X X 

IPT Oral X X X X X X 

Terra Nova    X X X 

 

Naglieri (NNAT3) – G/T  X X X X X 

ITBS  X X X X X 

Credit by Examination*  X X X X X 

TELPAS (Online – Reading, Listening, Speaking)    X X X 

TELPAS (Holistic – Reading, Listening & Speaking)  X X    

TELPAS (Holistic – Writing)  X X X X X 

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Reading     X X 

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Writing      X 

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Mathematics     X X 

 

  



Appendix B2 

The following matrix displays the current assessment tools used in the district at the secondary level. 

Secondary Assessment Matrix 

Assessment Tool 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Science Benchmark X X  X X    

STAR Reading  Screener X X X X X X X X 

Reading Benchmark X X X X X    

Writing Benchmark   X  X X   

Reading Checkpoints X X X X X X   

Revising & Editing Checkpoints   X  X X   

Math Checkpoints (Unit Tests) X X X X X    

Math Benchmark X X X X X    

Iowa Algebra Readiness Test   X       

iSTEEP Math Screener & Progress Monitoring X X X X X    

Writing Checkpoints   X  X X   

Social Studies Checkpoints    X   X  

Social Studies Benchmark    X   X  

Semester Exams (All subject areas)   X X X X X X 

IPT Oral X X X X X X X X 

Terra Nova X X X X X X X X 

TMSFA   X      

 

NAEP*    X     

Naglieri (NNAT3) – G/T X X X X     

ITBS X X X X X    

Credit by Examination** X X X X X X X X 

TELPAS (Reading, Listening, Speaking – Online) X X X X X X X X 

TELPAS (Holistic – Writing) X X X X X X X X 

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Reading  X X X X     

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Writing   X      

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Mathematics X X X X     

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Science X   X     

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 Social Studies    X     

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 End-of-Course English I     X    

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 End-of-Course English II      X   

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 End-of-Course Algebra 1    X X    

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 End-of-Course Biology     X    

STAAR/STAAR Alternate 2 End-of-Course US History       X  

PSAT    X X X X  

SAT      X X X 

ACT      X X X 



Advanced Placement Exams     X X X X 

ASVAB      X X X 

TSIA      X X X 

PLTW End of Course Exams     X X X X 
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AP Testing Calendar May 2019 
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Appendix C3 

2017-2018 Elementary Local Assessment Schedule 

 Date Mandatory? 
(Y/N) 

Date Mandatory? 
(Y/N) 

Date Mandatory? 
(Y/N) 

Elementary Reading 

2nd grade By 11/17 Yes By 1/12 Yes By 2/23 Yes 

By 4/13 Yes     

3rd grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/12 Yes 

By 2/23 Yes By 4/13 Yes   

4th grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/12 Yes 

By 2/23 Yes By 4/13 Yes   

Elementary Writing 

4th grade By 11/17 Yes By 2/12 Yes   

Elementary Math 

2nd grade By 9/28 Yes By 11/9 Yes By 12/20 Yes 

By 2/22 Yes By 4/12 Yes By 5/17 Yes 

 

3rd grade* By 9/7 Yes By 9/29 Yes By end of 
March/April 

Yes 

 

4th grade* By 9/7 Yes By 9/29 Yes By end of 
March/April 

 

Elementary Science 

Kindergarten By 9/28 Yes By 11/09 Yes By 12/07 Yes 

By 2/08 Yes By 3/29 Yes By 5/17 Yes 

 

1st Grade By 9/28 Yes By 11/09 Yes By 12/21 Yes 

By 2/15 Yes By 3/05 Yes By 5/17 Yes 

 

2nd grade By 9/28 Yes By 11/09 Yes By 12/14 Yes 

By 3/29 Yes By 5/17 Yes   

 

3rd grade By 9/28 Yes By 11/09 Yes By 12/14 Yes 

By 2/15 Yes By 4/12 Yes   

 

4th grade By 11/16 Yes By 12/14 Yes By 3/08 Yes 

By 5/24 Yes     
Note: The orange box indicates a benchmark assessment. 

*Grades 3 and 4 elementary math unit tests have embedded common checkpoint items. 



Appendix C3 

2017-2018 Secondary Local Assessment Schedule 

 Date Mandatory? 
(Y/N) 

Date Mandatory? 
(Y/N) 

Date Mandatory? 
(Y/N) 

Secondary Reading 

5th  grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/19 Yes 

By 2/16 No     

 

6th grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/19 Yes 

By 2/16 No     

 

7th grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/19 Yes 

By 4/15 Yes     

 

8th grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/19 Yes 

By 2/16 Yes     

 

English I* By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/18 Yes 

 

English II* By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes   

Secondary Writing 

7th grade By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/19 Yes 

By 2/16 Yes     

 

English I* By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes By 1/18 Yes 

 

English II* By 10/6 Yes By 11/17 Yes   

Secondary Math 

5th grade* 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

 

6th grade* 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

 

7th grade 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

 

8th grade 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

 

Algebra I 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Math Models 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Geometry in 
Construction 

1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Geometry 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   



Financial 
Math 

1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Advanced 
Quantitative 

Reasoning 

1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

College Prep 
Math 

1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Statistics 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Pre-Calculus 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Calculus 1st semester Yes 2nd semester Yes   

Secondary Science 

5th grade By 11/17 Yes By 4/23 Yes   

 

6th grade By 11/10 Yes By 5/24 Yes   

 

8th grade* By 12/22 Yes By 3/30 Yes   

 

Biology By 12/14 Yes By 4/13 Yes   

Secondary Social Studies 

8th grade By 10/4 Yes By 11/27 Yes By 2/28 Yes 

By 4/9 Yes     

 

US History By 9/22 Yes By 11/3 Yes By 12/8 Yes 

By 2/23 Yes By 4/19 Yes   

 

Note: The orange box indicates a benchmark assessment. 

*English I and English II have on-going weekly assessments for reading and writing January through March. 

*All secondary math unit tests have embedded common checkpoint items. 

*Grade 8 secondary science unit tests have embedded common checkpoint items.  



Appendix D 

Student Success Initiative 

The Student Success Initiative (SSI) was enacted by the 76th Texas Legislature in 1999 and modified by the 81st 

Texas Legislature in 2009.  The goal of SSI is to ensure that all students receive the instruction and support 

they need to be academically successful in mathematics and reading.  This effort depends greatly on schools, 

parents/guardians, and community members working in partnership to meet individual student needs.   

The law requires that students in 5th and 8th grade pass both the STAAR mathematics and STAAR reading 

assessments in order to be promoted to the next grade level.  Students are given three opportunities these 

exams.  The first test administration takes place in April, the second in mid-May, and the third in June.  

Required accelerated instruction must occur after each administration of the assessment in which the student 

did not meet the passing standard, including the third administration. 

If a student is unable to demonstrate proficiency on either mathematics or reading assessments, the student 

may advance to or be placed in the next grade only if (1) student completes all accelerated instruction as 

required by the grade placement committee, and (2) the grade placement committee determines, by 

unanimous decision that the student is likely to perform on grade level by the end of the next school year 

given additional accelerated instruction during the course of the year. 

The following brochures regarding Student Success Initiative are produced by the Texas Education Agency. 

Grades 5 and 8 SSI Brochure - English 

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769806938&libID=25769806941 

Grades 5 and 8 SSI Brochure – Spanish 

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769806937&libID=25769806940 

 

  

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769806938&libID=25769806941
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769806937&libID=25769806940


Appendix E 

Definition of Assessment Terms 

Term Definition 

Achievement Test An assessment that measures the learned knowledge of 
students for a particular course or grade level. 

Aptitude Test An assessment used to predict the performance level of 
students in a course or area of interest. 

Benchmark A district required assessment instrument designed to prepare 
students for a corresponding state-administered assessment 
instrument. 

Checkpoint Periodic assessment in order to determine student academic 
performance on state standards and instructional effectiveness 

Formative Assessment Information is gathered during the instructional time in order to 
adjust instructional practices to best fit the needs and learning 
styles of the students 

Norm-referenced Assessment Results are based on a comparison of students’ performance 
versus the statistically average student, usually same age or 
grade level 

Progress Monitoring Assess and monitor students’ on-going academic performance 
for improvement, responsiveness to instruction, and to 
evaluate instructional effectiveness 

Screener A tool to evaluate students’ academic aptitude and current 
performance level. 

State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness (STAAR) 

Annual state-wide assessments for reading and mathematics in 
grades 3-8, writing at grades 4 and 7, science in grades 5 and 8, 
social studies in grade 8, and end-of-course assessments for 
English I, English II, Algebra 1, Biology, and U.S. history 

Student Success Initiative (SSI) Grade advancement requirements applied to students in grades 
5 and 8 who take the STAAR reading and mathematics 
assessments.  Students must pass these assessments to 
advance to the next grade level. 

Summative Assessment Information is gathered at the end of a course, chapter, unit, 
etc. in order to make curriculum and programmatic decisions 

Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS) 

Adopted curriculum standards, which outline what students are 
to learn in each course and/or grade 

 

 


